
 

Shepherd of the Valley Mission Statement: 
Grounded in the word of God and centered in 

Christ, SVLC is an accepting and caring  
community sharing God's love, grace and   

forgiveness with all. 
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Join us in celebrating the hope and 
promise of Easter!   

Easter Sunday Worship Service  

April 9th at 10:00 am  

Stay for Easter Brunch that will follow the service.  
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Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Kristen Steele 

Yesterday (March 22) was the first true warm day 

of sunshine. You know that time of year when 

sometimes sunny days can be warm and glorious 

and other sunny days still hold a little bit of that 

winter bite to them. Those days that are warm 

and glorious give us just hints of what is to come. 

Today the air has a bit of that winter bite to it and 

I awoke to the sound of raindrops falling. Here on 

the southwest coast of BC we are moving toward 

the warmth and sun of spring while at the same 

time still having some days that bring gloomy skies 

and pouring rain. The days are getting longer and 

we see flowers poking through the soil. Gardeners 

are beginning to plan out their season’s garden 

and purchase seeds and other supplies. On the 

other hand, I just received a notification about 

extreme weather shelters being open for the next 

few days due weather that “feels like tempera-

tures at or below 0°C”. 

 

In the church year we continue to journey through 

Lent while waiting with anticipation for the com-

ing of Easter. Our Lenten journey is more solemn 

and reflective while we wait for Easter when we 

return to singing alleluias with all of the joy and 

excitement that brings. We also continue to re-

turn to life a little more how we might have re-

membered it pre-covid. We continue to be cau-

tious and I still hear regularly of people becoming 

quite ill with covid but we look with anticipation 

towards better days.  

These rhythms in the calendar year and in the 

church year mirror rhythms we journey through in 

life. There are moments when we see signs of 

hope, perhaps a good report from a doctor, a 

week of feeling good about what you were able to 

accomplish at work, a good grade on a paper or 

school work, and other times when the winter bite 

and gloomy skies show up again. Or those days like 

so many of our spring days when we don’t know 

what the day might bring - sun, rain, warmth, chilly 

winds all in one day.  

 

The promise of Easter is always present in our 

lives. The promise of new life, peace and joy. Au-

thor and preacher Tony Campolo wrote a book 

called “It’s Friday, but Sunday’s Coming” and talks 

about the promise of Easter in the midst of times 

that feel like Good Friday. As we look around in 

our world we can recognise that often it feels 

overwhelmingly like Good Friday but we hold to 

the promise of new life that we are reminded of 

when we see the buds on the trees, hear the birds 

singing and feel the warmth of the sunshine. 

Knowing that this promise of new life comes 

through the death and resurrection of Christ. So as 

you journey through this spring and whatever it 

may bring to you, may you know the hope and 

promise of Easter even on days that feel like Good 

Friday.   
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Contemplation on Easter Imagery (from a Temporary Coordinator of  
Musicians and Worship Service Support) 
Submitted by Allan Thorpe   

Yet this sacrifice breaks a well-established cycle.  
This death is not final, Christ rises from death.  It is 
as if the seed that dies has become both the wheat 
of nourishment and the seedling filled with life. 
 
Artists should continually be working towards im-
proving their skills, striving to communicate with 
their audiences more completely, more effectively.  
To do this, they must engage in critique.  This can 
be an internal dialogue, or an external one.  For the 
critique to be useful, artists must be willing to be 
open to change, willing to let old practices die to 
follow new patterns, new directions.  How does 
this fit your live as you travel through Holy Week 
towards Easter morning?  In what ways are you 
open to hearing what the Holy Spirit is calling you 
to change, to improve? 
 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church  
gathered today.  (lyrics by Bernadette Farrell) 

 
Finally, I’ll close with a few words of thanks.  Thank 
you to everyone who helped support the continua-
tion of music for our worship services while we 
continued our search for a music director.  We are 
blessed to have so many people who are willing to 
serve through their musical talents.  I feel blessed 
to serve, sing and worship alongside each of you 
within this community, and look forward to our 
next season of musical leadership as Gail Suderman 
steps into the role of music director this month. 

 
Peace to each of you, 
Allan Thorpe 

This month, I find my mind circling about the imagery 
of Easter.  A seed, dying to be reborn.  A time of salva-
tion, transcendence, and overcoming death. The Lamb 
offered up for our salvation. 
 
In many aspects of life, there are cyclic patterns.  We 
breathe in only to breathe out again.  We wake up 
after sleeping only to soon, once again, need rest.  We 
plant seeds and seedlings in the garden to grow flow-
ers, fruit and vegetables, most of which will produce 
seeds at harvest that could be used to continue the 
cycle. 
 
With grain, we can either take the seeds and plant 
them the next year or we can mill them into flour.  
With each seed, we thus have a choice.  We can either 
have more plants next year or food to sustain us.  Con-
sider the following lyrics from first verse of John Mac-
leod Campbell Crum’s hymn “Now the Green Blade 
Riseth”: 
 

Now the green blade riseth, from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again like wheat that springeth green. 

 
The imagery of this hymn is (at least on the surface) 
simple and natural.  A seed goes into the ground so 
that it can bring forth new life.  However, what is this 
business about Love living again?  Hasn’t the original 
seed gone away to be replaced by the new, green 
blade?  Or, has it perhaps been transformed? 
 
God sent Christ into the world, well after humanity 
had been sent out of the Garden of Eden, to provide 
salvation and atone for our sins.  The atonement came 
through the sacrifice of the Lamb, Christ, on the cross.   
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Parish Life Division  
Submitted by Carol Anderson  

“The basic objectives of the Division for Parish Life are 

the strengthening of the fellowship between 

congregational members spiritually and socially, the 

integration of new members into the life of the 

congregation, and the general up-building of mutual 

cooperation, trust and enjoyment among the members 

of the congregation.” 

 

These words are taken directly from the Divisional and 

Committee Responsibilities last revised in March 2003 

followed by a list of fourteen different duties. The list 

seems daunting especially since the division has been 

reduced to a few members and has since amalgamated 

with the Stewardship division. Twenty years is a long 

time and although not written down, the 

responsibilities of Parish Life have evolved. A lot is 

being accomplished through sign-up sheets and the 

congregation has stepped up to fill these spots for 

coffee hosts, set-up, clean-up and food for various 

events. 

 

Covid gave us plenty of time to think about and miss 

the fellowship that Parish Life provides. Maybe we 

should not look at fellowship as an event but as an 

integral part of our Christian life during which we can 

explore what it means to follow Jesus in the everyday 

events and activities of the church. 

 

The church is the physical place where Christians 

gather and worship but a parish refers to the 

population within the church, or parishioners if you 

like. We are therefore all members of the Parish Life 

Division.  

Easter is the next major event in Parish Life and we 

will gather for fellowship and a light brunch following 

the service. Please sign up as you are able for muffins 

(hot cross buns, cinnamon rolls etc) and fruit plates as 

well as to help set-up and clean-up. Thank you in 

advance and keep up the good work. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Carol Anderson 

Member Parish Life Division 

 
 To update the photo board in the fellowship hall, 

we are collecting current family or individual photos. 

Either drop off your picture in the special box on the 
table in the Narthex, 

or email it to the church secretary at: 
eleanor.svlc@shaw.ca  

 
Thank you for your help to keep this important aspect 

of Parish Life up-to-date.  
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Shepherd of the Valley Quilters - Featured Quilt for April 
 

You show me the path of life. In 

your presence there is fullness of 

joy; in your right hand 

are pleasures forevermore .       
 

Psalm 16:11 (New Revised Standard Version) 

Bible Verse for April 

I’ve been part of the quilting group 

for maybe 6 years now and was not 

a quilter when I started. At first I 

was part of the “tying” group which 

only requires a needle and thread 

to tack down different areas of the 

quilt in progress. Then I started 

sewing panels together which is one 

way to create a quilt. Lately I’ve 

been sewing the binding which is 

the border of the quilt and the final 

step.  

Now I have actually created a quilt from the 

first step to the final step all by myself and I 

can call myself a quilter!  

 

We have a wonderful group of ladies that are 

always willing to help, give advice and 

encouragement with each other’s projects . 

Our coffee time breaks are an important part 

of our morning for sharing and laughing. I 

always look forward to Monday morning when 

we gather to give of our time and talent to 

make quilts to help others. 

Eileen Stewart  
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Thank you to Allan for his Dedicated Service  

We are all very thankful 
for Allan and for all of 
the hours and days and 
weeks and months that he 
devoted to filling-in as 
the role of “Temporary Co-
ordinator of Musicians 
and Worship Service Sup-
port”.  
 
We deeply appreciate the 
care and joyful attention 
h e  g a v e  t o  c h o o s i n g 
hymns, coordinating musi-
cians, directing the choir, 
and many other tasks.  

 From Heide and Elmar: 
 

We are very thankful to everybody who brought 
food and cards and flowers, and for your well-
wishes.  It is all very much appreciated, and  
we love you all for it.  
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“Please Continue Spreading Humanity”   
Submitted by Edna Schuerhaus   

Last week I returned from spending time in the north, 
specifically in Fort St. John.  My team would spend the 
entire week there working in the school district.  We 
arrived late on Sunday afternoon and checked into our 
hotel.  An ‘uber friendly’ hotel manager welcomed us 
warmly.  At first I wondered about his manner, but as the 
week went on we got to know him better.  Canada had 
welcomed both he and his wife as immigrants from 
Lebanon in 2014 and he was extremely GRATEFUL to 
Canada for “taking us both in”.   
 
As the week progressed, we would meet many 
newcomers to Canada, in our hotel.  Not guests, but 
employees.  Ukrainians, Filipinos, Syrians just to name a 
few.  Leo, the hotel manager with whom we were 
developing a friendship, declared that he welcomes 
everyone and wants to help everyone, just as he 
experienced when he first arrived in Canada.  We met 
several Ukrainian women -  who cleaned our rooms, 
served us breakfast, worked in the laundry and kept the 
place tidy.  Each of them were traumatized from the 
experience they had just fled in their homeland.  But now, 
with a safe and supported place to be, they told us they 
were happy for the work in the hotel and that they felt 
valued and acknowledged by their new community.   
 
This reminded me about Pastor Kristen’s sermon a while 
ago about the woman at the well. This was the story 
about the Samaritan woman who was drawing water 
from the well when Jesus approached her and asked her 
for a drink.  Now at first, we might ask ourselves why 
would there be anything wrong with someone asking for 
or being served some water?  Well, back then, being 
female did not enable you privileged status nor would you 
have been out and about on your own.  And, to top it off, 
she was a Samaritan, and not a Jew.  Quite likely she 
would have been viewed as a social outcast.  
 
So why am I reminded about this sermon of Pastor’s?  
Well, back to Leo, our hotel manager in Fort St. John.  On 
our last morning, Leo approached our group as we were 
having breakfast.   

He had a tray loaded with those little Lindt Lindor chocolate 
balls – you know the ones I mean. They’ve got yummy, 
decadent fillings.  He had one little package for each of us.  
Attached to each package was a small card with a note: 
“Thank you for your lovely spirit and amazing laughter.  Please 
continue spreading humanity”.  Throughout the week, Leo had 
been sharing with us how his staff had regularly commented 
on the kindness, politeness, patience and respect they had 
experienced from our team during our stay.  Was this not 
normal to treat people with respect, I asked myself?  Ok, we 
had taken the time to learn please and thank you in Ukrainian 
and in Arabic – some basic phrases to make these ladies feel 
comfortable.  (Google Translate came in handy for some more
-than-basic questions.)  But really, these are all people, just 
like us, who are making Canada a better place for everyone.  
Don’t you remember the Golden Rule?  “Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you”.  Somehow I think Leo was 
thanking us for ‘living the Golden Rule’ all week at his hotel. 
 
As was that story of the woman at the well a great example, 
on Jesus’ part, of love and acceptance, he really loves and 
accepts everyone, doesn’t he?  And he asks us to be loving 
and accepting ourselves… 
 
Pastor Kristen’s message was that God is calling us to 
discipleship. Through discipleship we devote ourselves to 
helping others in whatever capacity we are able.  In fact, I 
think I remember in her sermon she noted that as Christians, 
it is not about what we do but about how we help others feel 
like they belong. 
 
Our new friend Leo was trying to tell our team that we helped 
his staff feel like they belonged here in Canada. The same 
feelings we try to cultivate here at church, with our 
neighbours at Emmaus Place, with those who need our 
community meals, and potentially soon also with a refugee 
family new to Canada.  Feelings of belonging.   Discipleship is a 
key part of being a Christian.  It’s how we serve God and reach 
out to others - our actions do count.    
 
Dyakuyu! (Ukrainian) shkran lak (Arabic) 
 
In Peace, 
Edna Schuerhaus  
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Ten Adverbial 

Encouragements  

for Readers  
 
 

1. Read Loudly. 
   Fill the room with sound. 
  
2. Read Slowly. 
   Allow concepts and images time to develop  
    in the head of the hearer. 
  
3. Read Distinctly. 
    Clip the consonants. 
  
4. Read Meaningfully. 
   Know what the text says before attempting  
   to share the thought. 
  
5. Read Energetically. 
   Enthusiasm for the word is contagious. 
  
6. Read Gladly. 
   This is happy work. 
  
7. Read Reverently. 
   This is holy work. 
  
8. Read Intentionally. 
   “Sustain the weary with a word.” 
  
9. Read Congruently. 
   Allow the body to echo the vocalized text. 
  
10. Read Urgently. 
   This work is a matter of life and death. 
 
Reprinted from Leading Worship Matters: A Sourcebook for Preparing 
Worship Leaders. © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of 
Augsburg Fortress. From sundaysandseasons.com. © 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Ways to Serve on Sunday mornings  

Volunteers from the congregation are needed as 

greeters and ushers, providing flowers for the chancel 

for worship, and preparing coffee for fellowship time 

following the service.  There are sign-up sheets on the 

board in the narthex. Please consider one or more of 

these opportunities. Here are the job descriptions:  
 

Greeter: arrive about 20 minutes before the service. 

Greet parishioners as they arrive and invite visitors to 

sign the guest book.  
 

Usher: arrive 20 minutes before the service. Offer 

bulletins to worshippers as they enter the sanctuary. 

Before the service begins, light the candles in the 

chancel (at the altar) with the long candlelighter. 

Bring the prayer sheet up to the pastor during the 

service. Usher people during communion and provide 

any assistance to worshippers as needed during the 

service (giving directions to washrooms, for instance).  
 

Coffee Host: before the service - set out cups, spoons 

and sugar. Plug in coffee maker ahead of time 

(instructions are posted in kitchen). After the service 

- make tea and fill creamers. Treats or other food can 

be brought to share if desired. After coffee hour - 

clean up dishes and tables.  

Opportunities to Serve at Shepherd of the Valley  



 

Plan Your Calendar for April 

Office Closed  

Good Friday, April 7  

Friday, April 14 (Easter)  
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Church Council Meeting  
Tuesday, April 11th  
7:30 pm in-person in the Hall  

Deadline for Submissions to 

the May 2023 Newsletter  
Sunday, April 23rd  
Please send your articles, photos, or 
announcements to: eleanor.svlc@shaw.ca 

Ladies Breakfast Break 
 

Saturday, Apr 29th   
9:00 am in the Hall. 
Join us for a break!  

Scrapbooking Group  
In Fellowship Hall  

Saturday, April 22nd  
9:00 am to 9:00 pm  

Worship and Music  
Division Meeting  
Wednesday, April 26th  
10:00 am at the church  

Family Movie Night!  

Saturday, April 22nd  
7:00 pm  

For all ages! 
Popcorn and beverages  

will be provided.  

Palm 

Sunday  

April 2
nd

  

10:00 AM  

Service  

Maundy 

Thursday  

April 6
th
  

7:00 PM  

Service 

Easter 

Sunday  

April 9
th
  

10:00 AM  

Service  

Good 

Friday  

April 7
th
  

11:00 AM  

Service  

Men’s Bibles & Breakfast  
Saturday,  April 15th  

8:00 am in the hall 



 

 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
20097-72 Avenue, Langley, BC  V2Y 4J8  

 

Phone: 604-530-1311 

E-mail: svlc@shaw.ca 

Website: www.svlc.ca 
 

Office Hours: 

Tuesday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
 

If you need access to the church when the office  

is closed, please first contact a Division Chair.  

 
 

Pastor Kristen Steele 

kristen.svlc@shaw.ca  
 

Music Director: Gail Suderman  

gail.svlc@shaw.ca   
 

Secretary: Eleanor Lawson  
eleanor.svlc@shaw.ca  

 

Council Chair: chair.svlc@shaw.ca  
 

 
 

 

Church Information   
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