
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 5, 2026  
Easter Day 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

and to the Lamb!  Amen. 

 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Merciful God, 

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

You lead us beside still waters. 

We thank you for the waters of creation: 

morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. 

Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

and for making us a new creation. 

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

GATHERING SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



HYMN The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing: The Feast Is Ready (ELW 531) 

 



HYMN Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367) 

 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us 

die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM (Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!) 

 

Ride on! Ride on,  

Ride on in majesty!  

Hark! All the tribes hosanna cry;  

O Saviour meek,  

Pursue Thy road  

With palms and scattered garments 

strowed. 

 

Ride on! Ride on,  

Ride on in majesty!  

In lowly pomp  

Ride on to die:  

O Christ, Thy triumphs now begin  

O’er captive death and conquered sin. 

 

Ride on! Ride on,  

Ride on in majesty!  

Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh;  

The Father on His sapphire throne,  

Expects His own anointed Son. 

 

Ride on! Ride on,  

Ride on in majesty!  

In lowly pomp ride on to die:  

Bow thy meek head to mortal pain,  

Then take, O God, Thy power, and 

reign.  

Ride on!   

 

 

CHILDREN'S TIME 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 

A reading from Acts. 

 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that 

God shows no partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices 

righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people 

of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 



devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and 

in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised 

him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us 

who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with him after he 

rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 

prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 
 1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2 Let Israel | now declare, 

  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 
 14 The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 
 16 The right hand of the LORD | is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!” 

 17 I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD. R 

 

 18 The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19 Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 



 20 “This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 

 21 I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation. R 

 

 22 The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23 By the LORD has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. R 

 

 
 

 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 

A reading from Colossians. 

 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, 

not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with him in glory. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 188) 



 
 

 

 

GOSPEL: John 20:1-18 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran 

and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 

toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 

Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following 

him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the 

cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 

up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 

went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, 

that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 



 

  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus 

had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she 

turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  

 
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him 

away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to 

her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 

Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to 

the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 

announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had 

said these things to her. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 



 
 

SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM  

 

PRESENTATION (ELW p. 227) 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through 

the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and 

death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized 

in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in 

God's mission for the life of the world. 

I present  Tanisha  for baptism. 

 Tanisha , called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you 

desire to be baptized into Christ? 

Candidate responds: I do. 



Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have your child  baptized into Christ? 

Response: I do. 

 

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, 

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in her hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

so that your child may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 

 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: I do. 

 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and 

in communion with the church? 

Response: I do. 

 

People of God, do you promise to support  Tanisha  and pray for her in her new life 

in Christ? 

We do. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH (ELW p. 229) 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

 



Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT (ELW p. 230) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the 

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you 

took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family, 

and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the 

river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the 



baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and 

death and raise us up to live in you. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are 

washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and 

praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

BAPTISM (ELW p. 230) 

 Tanisha , is baptized in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ, 

in whom you have been baptized. 

Alleluia. 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

Sustain  Tanisha  with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
 Tanisha , child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the 

cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 
 

WELCOME (ELW p. 230) 

Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me 

will have the light of life. 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 



HYMN AFTER BAPTISM Baptized and Set Free (ELW 453) 

 

 
 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 

Risen Saviour, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. 

Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all 

the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful 

stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 

violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving 

Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and 

afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (especially). Reveal yourself to 

them as the Risen One. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 

resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory 

over death in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 

resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Saviour. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING  

 

OFFERING HYMN Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689) 



 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  

Day by day you shower us with blessings.  

As you have raised us to new life in Christ,  

give us glad and generous hearts,  

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need,  

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

for the glorious resurrection of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

who in dying has destroyed death, 

and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! (ELW 413) 



 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

This is the day that in joy and delight 

we join with all the angels of heaven and all the creatures on earth 

to sing our praise and thanksgiving to you, 

all holy and mighty and glorious God. 

For Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 



  

This is the day that you gave light to the earth. 

This is the day that you saved the Israelites through the sea 

and with your pillar of fire led them to freedom. 

Now every night is as bright as day, 

and that light is Christ: 

Thanks be to God. 
  

This is the day that you broke the chains of death. 

This is the day that, marrying heaven to earth, 

you washed away sin, rescued us from evil, and brought us your peace. 

The Lamb who was slain has begun to reign, 

for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 
  

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 
  

On this day send us the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Revive us with the body and blood of our risen Saviour. 

Illumine our lives with your presence, 

and shine your Morning Star over the whole human race, 

for that light is Christ: 

Thanks be to God. 
  



All holy and mighty and glorious God, 

radiant Father, victorious Son, and shining Spirit, 

we bless your salvation, we sing of your mercy, 

and we praise your victory through all time and space, 

for Christ is risen: 

Christ is risen indeed. 
  

Amen and amen: 

Amen and amen. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462) 



 
 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN In This Feast of Love (ACS 962) 



 
 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN I Come with Joy (ELW 482) 



 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 

us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 

Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



SENDING SONG Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (ELW 377) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Thanksgiving at the Table reprinted from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and Thanksgivings 

at Font and Table by Gail Ramshaw, copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today  

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt;  

Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4. Music: J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708. 

Public Domain. 

 

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing  

Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950. Music: Graham Kendrick. 

Text and music © 1989 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere. 

Used under CCLI License #289442. 

 

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds  

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876 – 1947, alt. Music: Geistliche Kirchengesange, Köln, 1623.  

Text: © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Ride On! Ride On in Majesty!  

Gordon Young | Henry Hart Milman. CCLI Song # 1764856. Music © 1995 Hope Publishing Company. 

Used under CCLI License #289442. 

 

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing  

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936. Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789. 

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Baptized and Set Free  

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, b. 1956. Music: Cathy Skogen-Soldner. 

Text and music © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Praise and Thanksgiving  

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version. 

Text © Oxford University Press. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty  

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783 – 1826, alt. Music: John B. Dykes, 1823 – 1876. 

Public Domain 

 

Now We Join in Celebration  

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990. Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662. 

Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

In This Feast of Love  

Text: Jarkko Maukonen; tr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954. 

Text © 2017, 2020 Jarkko Maukonen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

I Come With Joy  

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936. Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835. 

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!  

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926. Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987. Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 

Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 


