
Worship Plan for Sunday, March 26, 2023  
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Ten 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

Amen. 

 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another 

our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. 

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 

we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 

we spoil rather than steward your creation; 

we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 

we choose fear over compassion. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

as we seek to follow in your way of life. 

Amen. 

 

Hear the good news: 

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 

so that all may receive life. 

This promise is for you! 

God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 

and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING SONG Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing (ELW 886) 



 
 

GREETING (ELW p. 203) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

KYRIE (ELW p. 203) 

 
 



 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 204) 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 205) 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 

Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 

Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen.  



FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the 

LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me 

all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 
3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 

know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and 

you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 

 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 

was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 

from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

 

 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 

bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will 

put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; 

then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



PSALM: Psalm 130 

 1Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O LORD; 

 2O LORD, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O LORD, | who could stand? 

 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the 

morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins.  
 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 

A reading from Romans. 

 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

 

 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205) 



 
GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet 

with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 

“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness 

does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 

place where he was. 

 

 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 

you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? 

Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 
11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 

going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen 

asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 

but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them 

plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you 

may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When 



Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of 

him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, 

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 

will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 

believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 

Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 

privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, 

she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her 

in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed 

her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When 

Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They 

said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See 

how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes 

of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

 

 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 

the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that 

they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound 

with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 

him, and let him go.”  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 

had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY O Living Breath of God (ELW 407) 

 

 
 

 

SERMON  

 

 

HYMN Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land (ELW 333) 



 
 

  



CREED (ELW p. 206) 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

 

Amen. 

 

 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 

You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. Deepen our 

partnerships with our companion churches around the globe (specific synods, 

dioceses, or congregations may be named), and bless the work of missionaries who 

accompany them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and restore ecosystems 

in need of healing (local natural places may be named). Uplift prophetic voices 

that turn us to the needs of the soil beneath our feet and the air all around. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

 

You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of oppression. Unbind 

nations and societies from the sins of racism, sexism, and homophobia. Raise up 

leaders at all levels of government who work to promote the dignity of every 

human life. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who are troubled 

by illness (especially). You hear us when we call to you. Deliver us from the 

depths of our despair, and free us from the worries that bind us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries of this 

congregation (specific ensembles may be named) and all who lead us in hymns of 

praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament and prayer. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will live. With 

thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live in your eternal love. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise 

to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

  



PEACE (ELW p. 206) 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

HYMN Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592) 

 
  

 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 206) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 

PREFACE (ELW p. 207) 

God of glory, you are worthy of thanks and praise, 

because you set humanity in a garden of delight 

to glorify and enjoy you forever.  

When that garden turned into a valley of dry bones, 

you entered the valley in the form of Jesus Christ.  

You breathed life into the dry bones and made them sing again.  

You put your Spirit within us that we might live.  

In the crucified Christ you became dry bones for us,  

and at Easter you showed us how to dance again.  

And so as your resurrected people, with angels and archangels,  

and with all the company of heaven, we join in singing your unending praise.  

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 207) 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER / THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Listening God, you heard your Son Jesus 

when he called on you in the face of Lazarus's death.  



Hear us now as we call upon you 

to bring new life through this meal of memory and hope. 

Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that your people may be transformed 

from dry bones to your living body,  

and that these gifts of bread and wine may become for us 

the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ;  

who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you thanks, 

broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

"Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me." 

 

After supper he took the cup. 

Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

"Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen.  

Christ will come again. 

  

Resurrecting God, 

where your people are in the valley of the shadow of death, 

bring them your words of prophecy and hope; 

where they are in the place of stench and decay, 

give them the balm of your healing and forgiveness; 

where they are under the weight of grief and depression, 

roll away the stone. 

Make us, your church, a place where dust can dream, 

where dry bones become flesh, where nobodies become your body. 

Reveal through Lazarus a foretaste of the resurrection of all creation,  

when every tearful eye will gaze upon your consolation, 

and every weary throat be filled with your song; 

until every stone is rolled from every tomb and you sit in glory,  

the resurrection and the life, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 208) 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION (ELW p. 208) 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 208) 

 



 

SONG DURING COMMUNION Come to the Table (ELW 481) 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN I Received the Living God (ELW 477) 



 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 208) 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 

Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 

peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 

and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 

bless you in this Lenten journey. 

Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

SENDING SONG What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666) 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707 – 1788, alt. Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784 – 1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792 – 1872. 

Public Domain. 

 

O Living Breath of God  

Text: Osvaldo Catena, 1920-1986; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923. Music: Swedish folk tune. 

Spanish text © 1979 Editorial Bonum; tr. © 1998 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land  

Text: African American spiritual. Music: African American spiritual. 

Public Domain. 

 

Just as I Am, Without One Plea  

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871. Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868. 

Public Domain. 

 

Come to the Table  

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942. Music: Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956. 

Text and Music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music. 

Used under CCLI Licence #289442. 

 

I Received the Living God  

Text & Music: Anonymous.  

Public Domain. 

 

What Wondrous Love is This  

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. 

Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt. 

Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House.  

Public Domain. 

 


