
Worship Plan for Sunday, September 20, 2026  
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Two 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG Voices Raised to You (ELW 845) 



 
 

 

  



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121) 

 

→ 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. 

Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and 

train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM: Step by Step   

 

O God, You are my God, 

And I will ever praise You. 

O God, You are my God, 

And I will ever praise You. 



 

I will seek You in the morning, 

And I will learn to walk in Your ways, 

And step by step You’ll lead me, 

And I will follow You all of my days. 

 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in Your righteousness; 

Make Your way plain before my face. 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in Your righteousness;  

Make Your way plain,  

And step by step You’ll lead me, 

And I will follow You all of my days. 

 

I will seek You in the morning,  

And I will learn to walk in Your ways, 

And step by step You’ll lead me, 

And I will follow You all of my days. 

 

Lead me, Lord, 

And step by step You’ll lead me, 

And I will follow You all of my days. 

 

 

CHILDREN'S TIME 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-15 

A reading from Exodus. 

 
2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in 

the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the 

LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and ate our fill of 

bread, for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly 

with hunger.” 

 

  4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, 

and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I 

will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not. 5 On the sixth day, 

when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on 



other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you 

shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7 and in 

the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your 

complaining against the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 
8 And Moses said, “When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your 

fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you 

utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the 

LORD.” 

 

  9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites: 

‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10 And as Aaron 

spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the 

wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 The LORD spoke to 

Moses, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight 

you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you 

shall know that I am the LORD your God.’ ” 

 

  13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there 

was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the 

surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 
15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For they did 

not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the LORD has given 

you to eat.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 

 
 



 1 Give thanks to the LORD and call up- | on God’s name; 

  make known the deeds of the LORD a- | mong the peoples. 

 2 Sing to the | LORD, sing praises, 

  and speak of all God’s | marvelous works. 

 

 3 Glory in God’s | holy name; 

  let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice. 

 4 Search for the strength | of the LORD; 

  continually | seek God’s face. 

 

 5 Remember the marvels | God has done, 

  the wonders and the judgments | of God’s mouth, 

 6 O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant, 

  O children of Jacob, God’s | chosen ones. R 

 

 37 You led out your people with sil- | ver and gold; 

  in all their tribes there was not | one that stumbled. 

 38 Egypt was glad to | see them go, 

  because they were a- | fraid of them. 

 

 39 You spread out a cloud | for a covering 

  and a fire to give | light by night. 

 40 They asked, and | you brought quail, 

  and satisfied them with | bread from heaven. 

 

 41 You opened the rock, and | water flowed, 

  so the river ran in | the dry places. 

 42 For you remembered your | holy word 

  and Abra- | ham your servant. R 

 

 43 So you led forth your peo- | ple with gladness, 

  your chosen with | shouts of joy. 

 44 You gave your people the lands | of the nations, 

  and they took the fruit of | others’ toil, 

 45 that they might | keep your statutes 

  and observe your teachings. | Hallelujah! R 

 

 

 

  



SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 

A reading from Philippians. 

 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that 

means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard 

pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 

better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am 

convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your 

progress and joy in faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast 

might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 

 

  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 

whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you 

are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of 

the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is 

evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For 

he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of 

suffering for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I 

had and now hear that I still have. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124) 

 
 



 

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 

went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing 

with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When 

he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 
4 and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever 

is right.’ So they went.  

 
5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 
6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and he said 

to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no 

one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’  

 
8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the 

laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 

first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a 

denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 

each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled 

against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you 

not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to 

give to this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose 

with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last 

will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (ELW 588) 



 

 

 

  



CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 

Hold your church accountable for our unwillingness to share your good news and 

our anger at your generosity to others. Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to 

your love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all 

your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. 

Reconcile conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with 

camaraderie, and bring an end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that 

their value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are 

injured, ill, and for all in any need (especially). Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 

 

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in 

the community (especially). Inspire all in this congregation to support community 

endeavors with our time and talents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones 

whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING Lord of Light (ELW 688) 



 
 

 

  



OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

PREFACE (ELW p. 130) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 130) 



 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 

and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 135) 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN There Is a Longing in Our Hearts (ACS 1078) 



 
 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken (ACS 966) 



 
 

 

  



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING 

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

SENDING SONG On Our Way Rejoicing (ELW 537) 



 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Voices Raised to You  

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923. Music: Carolyn Jennings, b. 1936. 

Text © 1997 GIA Publications Inc. Music © 1996 Carolyn Jennings. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Step By Step (With Lead Me Lord)   

Words & Music by David Strasser,  

Arranged Ruth E. Schram, Lorenz Publishing Company 

Used under CCLI License #289442. 

 

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. Music: North American, 19th cent. 

Public Domain. 

 

Lord of Light  

Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860 – 1953, alt. Music: Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991. 

Text © Union of Welsh Independents. Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

There is a Longing in Our Hearts  

Text: Anne Quigley, b. 1955.  

Text © 1992 Anne Quigley. Published by OCP.  

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Loaves were Broken, Words were Spoken  

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., 1923–2007. 

Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Text © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

On Our Way Rejoicing  

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.  

Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879. 

Public Domain. 

 

 


