
Worship Plan for Sunday, September 6, 2026  
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

ELW Holy Communion Setting Two 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen.  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

  

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

  

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 

Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

  

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

GATHERING SONG Morning Has Broken (ELW 556) 



 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 121) 

 

 



 

 

→ 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without 

your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 

lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN'S TIME 

 



FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14 

A reading from Exodus. 

 
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall mark 

for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you. 
3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to 

take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4 If a household is too 

small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb 

shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your lamb 

shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from 

the goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole 

assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They shall take 

some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in 

which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted 

over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or 

boiled in water but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  

 
10 You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the 

morning you shall burn with fire. 11 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, 

your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and you shall eat it 

hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 12 I will pass through the land of Egypt 

that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, from human 

to animal, and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 
13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 

blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land 

of Egypt. 

 

  14 “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a 

festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a 

perpetual ordinance.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

  



PSALM: Psalm 149 

 
 

 1 Hallelujah! Sing to the LORD | a new song, 

  God’s praise in the assembly | of the faithful. 

 2 Let Israel rejoice | in their maker; 

  let the children of Zion be joyful | in their ruler. 

 

 3 Let them praise their maker’s | name with dancing; 

  let them sing praise with tambou- | rine and harp. 

 4 For the LORD takes pleasure | in the people 

  and adorns the | poor with victory. R 

 

 5 Let the faithful re- | joice in triumph; 

  let them sing for joy | on their beds. 

 6 Let the praises of God be | in their throat 

  and a two-edged sword | in their hand, 

 

 7 to wreak vengeance | on the nations 

  and punishment | on the peoples, 

 8 to bind their | kings in chains 

  and their nobles with | links of iron, 

 9 to inflict on them the judg- | ment decreed; 

  this is glory for all God’s faithful ones. | Hallelujah! R 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14 

A reading from Romans. 

 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you 

shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 

the law. 

 



  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you 

to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 

reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 124) 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 

point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 

regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 

you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 

offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile 

and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 



heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I 

tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for 

you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I 

am there among them.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail (ELW 359) 

 

 
 

 

  



CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the 

words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. 

Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal 

communities crying out after disaster (especially). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from 

selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who 

labor. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 

relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We 

pray especially for . . .) Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and 

grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our 

imperfections. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the 

nearness of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone before us.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 

else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING For the Fruit of All Creation (ELW 679) 



 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

DIALOGUE (ELW p. 129) 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE (ELW p. 130) 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Saviour Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 130) 

 



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy God, 

our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 

and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 

You sent your Son to eat with sinners 

and to become food for the world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life given for us 

and his rising from the grave, 

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 

 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, 

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 

 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 135) 

 



 

COMMUNION HYMN As We Gather at Your Table (ELW 522) 

 

 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN Now We Join in Celebration (ELW 462) 



 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 



BLESSING 

The God of love 

draw you into full accord and one mind, 

in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

The God of hope 

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 

through the interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The God of grace 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

SENDING SONG Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (ELW 836) 



 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Morning Has Broken  

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965. Music: Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version. 

Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, admin. David Higham Associates. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Where Charity and Love Prevail  

Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 

Music: attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842. Text © 1960 World Library Publications. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

For the Fruit of All Creation  

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000. Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958. 

Text © 1970  Hope Publishing Company. Arr. © Oxford University Press. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

As We Gather at Your Table  

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944.  

Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855-1932.  

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Now We Join in Celebration  

Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990. Music: Johann Cruger, 1598-1662. 

Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Used under OneLicense.net #A-708708. 

 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852 – 1922. 

Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770 - 1827, adapt. 

Public Domain. 

 

 

 

 


